
March 13, 2002 LB 1054

TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OF THE LEGISLATURE
Transcriber's Office

ELQQR DEBATE

clerk no later t h a n  Feb r u a r y  1 p r i o r  to the p r i m a r y  election. 
An d  I m i g h t  m e n t i o n  this is only in counti es w i t h  c o u n t y  c l e r k s . 
Currently, poli t i c a l  p a rties are req u i r e d  to sub m i t  names 
60 days b e f o r e  th e  p r i m a r y  election. T h e t ask f or ce  heard 
concerns that cou n t y  clerks do not h a v e  enou g h  t ime to do their 
own re c r u i t i n g  if the p o l i t i c a l  p a rties d o  no t  submit enough 
names. B y  m o v i n g  the d a t e  to F e b r u a r y  1, yo u  are coinciding 
w i t h  the d a t e  w h e n  c ounties h a v e  to submit the numb e r  of 
pr e c i n c t  d e l e g a t e s  to t he coun t y  convention, so it wa s  thought 
that that w o u l d  b e  convenient. Th e  second area is p o l l  worker 
wages. E l e c t i o n  c o m m i s sio ners and coun t y  clerks ar e  allowed to 
set the rate of p a y  for poll workers w i t h  t he m i n i m u m  wage as a 
floor. The bill eliminates the language w h i c h  o nly allows the 
poll w o r k e r s  to r e c eive p ay for u p  to 15 h o u r s  of work. Also, 
any p e r s o n  w ill b e  e x cused from any shift w o r k  w i t h o u t  loss of 
p a y  for t h e  ho urs he or she is r e quired to serve as a poll 
worker an d  for eight hours bef o r e  or after th e  h o u r s  h e  or she 
is re q u i r e d  to serve. So if you w o r k  from 11 to 7 in the 
morning, 11 at n i g h t  to 7 in the morning, a nd y o u  w a n t  to be a
poll worker, y ou could b e  e x cused f rom that 11 to 7 shift, just
as yo u  w o u l d  b e  e x c u s e d  from w o r k i n g  the po l l s  f r o m  8 till 5, or 
wh atever n e e d e d  to be. All of th e s e  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  were 
adopted in a r esponse to concerns about r e c r u i t i n g  p o l l  workers 
and c o m p e n s a t i n g  t h e m  fairly for their work. Th e  f o u r t h  area is 
poll w o r k e r  training, and the bill says that p oll w o r k e r s  will 
receive t r a i n i n g  bef o r e  t he p r i m a r y  an d  b e f o r e  th e  general
election. A nd the t r a i n i n g  w ill i n clude i n s t r u c t i o n  to be
pr o v i d e d  b y  the S e c r e t a r y  of State. An d  any of y o u  who just 
wa t c he d t h a t  recent ele c t i o n  in w h i c h  there was a serious error 
that t h r e w  out 200 and some ballots, will k n o w  h o w  neces s a r y  
this p a r t i c u l a r  p r o v i s i o n  i s . Th e  fi f t h  p r o v i s i o n  has to do 
with p r o v i s i o n a l  balloting, a nd t hat is a p r ocess b y  w h i c h  a 
pers o n  wh o  wa nts to v o t e  bu t  hi s  n ame does no t  app e a r  on the 
register can vote u pon co m p l e t i o n  of a vo t e r  r e g i s t r a t i o n  form 
and the b a l l o t  envelope w ill b e  m a r k e d  " p rovisional ballot." 
The p e r s o n  will sign an oath s t ating he or she is r e g i s t e r e d  to 
v ote and indicate w h e n  and h ow he or she is r e g i s t e r e d  to vote, 
and t h e n  t hat will b e  c h ecked b y  the ele c t i o n  c o m m i s s i o n e r  or 
coun t y  c l e r k  to m a k e  c e rtain t hat it's valid, and t h e n  the vote 
will be c o u n t e d  if so; if not, th e  v o te  w il l no t  b e  counted. 
A nd  I m i g h t  m e n t i o n  that we are p r o b a b l y  go i n g  to be ma n d a t e d  to


